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Minutes 
 

Meeting title: SUFC 158th Annual General Meeting 

Date: 1 December 2020  

Time: 6:00pm  

Location: TAG Function Room, Sydney University Football Ground  

Chair: President, David Lyons  

  

Andrew Murray Dick Laffan Dr Mark Schembri 

Angus Wilson Ed Flitcroft Megan Bartlett 

Chris Delooze Ed Walgien Patrick O’Shea 

David Haigh Greg Napper Ray Dearlove 

David Lyons – Pres (DL) James Dorney Raymond Hudd 

David Lyons  Jim Cooney Stephen Ingate 

David Mortimer AO Kirsty Stevens Tony Mulveney 

 
 

1. PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

• David Lyons (DL) noted that the required quorum was present and declared the 158th Annual General Meeting 

open.  

• DL welcomed everyone and reflected on the year that was, one like no other due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

and that will go down in the Club’s history as one of the toughest on record.  

• DL acknowledged those in the room, which is made up of sponsors, volunteers, supporters, parents, past 

players and members and thanked everyone for their support 

• DL mentioned how proud he was of the way the Club rallied together in 2020 and noted that the Club is in a 

good position going forward.  

• DL mentioned the importance of the Friends and Foundation, and noted that the Club needed to rely on both 

organizations more than ever throughout 2020.  
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2. APOLOGIES 

• The following people were noted as apologies for the AGM;  

 

Andrew McNee David White Maurice Cunningham 

Angus Jackson Don Marples Paul Dearlove 

Angus Stuart Dr Geoff Chapman Peter Montgomery AM 

Anna Sutherland Ian & Chris Cameron Phil Tuck 

Ant Abrahams AM Jock McCormack Philip Sutherland  

Brian Burnett Josephine Sukkar AM Saxon White AM 

Brian Donnellan Jude Bolton Scott Fraser 

Bruce Corlett AM Lynn Rainbow-Reid AM Tony Sukkar AM 

Catherine Osborne Marc Pearce  Rob Shaw 

 
 

3. REVIEW OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS AGM 

• It was agreed that the minutes of the 157th Annual General Meeting are an accurate account of the meeting. 

David Mortimer AO carried. 
 

4. PRESENTATION OF 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

• DL expressed his pleasure in delivering the 2020 Annual Report and acknowledged the efforts of all those that 

contributed to the report which catalogues the Club’s profound success both on and off the field.  

• DL mentioned his pride in the way the Club rallied together during the pandemic, keeping the Club’s high 

standards and continued to produce the professional rugby program that both players and the community have 

come to expect. There were many hurdles thrown at the Club, with not being able to train together for months 

as well as the Head Coach leaving but it didn’t deter the focus, and he noted there are many things to celebrate 

in 2020;  

• Highlights  

o All teams qualifying for finals 

o 4 Premierships - a huge effort including the third consecutive Jack Scott Cup title for the women’s team 

o Success of Club initiatives of Game Day TV and Support our Students through lockdown  

o Being able to host the SUFC Rugby Luncheon in November as well as the success of the Back to Uni day 

where the Club celebrated the achievements of the 35 players who have played 100 1st Grade games for 

the Club with a memorable event and specially designed jersey.   
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o DL noted however, that the best achievement of the year was being able to bring on a full time Director 

of Women’s Rugby and Junior Development, this couldn’t have been achieved without the financial 

contributions of so many people for which the Club is very grateful. This role is a precious resource that 

is in short supply in Australia, DL commended Chris Delooze and his team for all he has achieved this 

year, including; remaining undefeated for another season, fielding a second women’s team for the first 

time in the Club’s history, setting up the Cubs Academy to provide development for young aspiring 

female players, producing a catalogue of coaching videos for all SUFC juniors and coaches, running try 

rugby days and exhibition matches to get more people involved in the game, as well as a new schools 

initiative.  

• Rugby Program  

o DL mentioned that the SUFC rugby program remains one of the best in the country, with a focus on 

developing players and providing pathways both on and off the field. Notable mentions to Lachlan 

Swinton and Angus Bell (forward) who made their Wallabies debuts, Angus Bell (back) and Stu Dunbar 

who made their Aussie 7s debut, as well as Grace Hamilton, Iliseva Batibasaga, Emily Chancellor, Lori 

Cramer, Jemima McCalman and Piper Duck who are part of the Wallaroos training camp in preparation 

for the 2021 World Cup.  

o DL noted that it was pleasing to see the young talent coming through and with 1st Colts and 2nd Grade 

Premiership success the Club is in an amazing place to progress in 2021 and reaching an even greater 

level.   

 

• Special Mentions  

o DL congratulated and commended the coaching staff of Michael Hodge, Joe Horn-Smith and Chris 

Delooze along with the volunteer coaches and managers for their achievements in a very challenging 

year. 

o DL commended David Haigh and Kirsty Stevens for their professionalism and organisation of match days 

and dealing with the pressures of COVID restrictions.  

o DL mentioned the work the team had done on the financials and how the Club handled the drastic 

overnight change. To come out in a very healthy position should be commended.  

o DL thanked all the Club sponsors who have continue in an extremely difficult year, especially to Major 

Sponsor, Buildcorp who have led the way in their 29th year of sponsorship. 

o Finally, DL acknowledged the fulltime staff who in very trying times managed to deliver both on and off 

the field.  
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5. PRESENTATION OF 2020 FINANCIAL REPORT 

• Angus Wilson (AW) acknowledged his pride in being part of SUFC, noting why it’s so great and stands for so 

much, he said it has been a privilege to see how everyone has rallied together in a year like 2020.  

• AW mentioned that at the start of the year SUFC dreamed big with regards to financials, looking at ways to 

increase revenue across operations, events, match days and sponsorship. However, that came to an abrupt holt 

due to the pandemic.  

• In summary, the Club has come out of 2020 in a healthy position with a surplus of $1,134, which is an extremely 

good result giving the circumstances.  

• AW mentioned this success is largely thanks to our sponsors standing shoulder to shoulder and continuing to 

support the Club, as well as significant support from the SUFC Friends and Foundation.  

• AW noted that innovation was the key for the Club’s success in 2020. Initiatives like Support our Students where 

staff and volunteers bound together to ensure the SUFC Community’s wine and merchandise needs were met 

added to the financial success.  

• AW noted that merchandise and membership sales were up, and with the admin staff’s accuracy and 

ruthlessness of managing capacity and attendance on game days the Club was able to maximise ticket sales. 

• AW acknowledged that the Club did a great job to constrain the expenditure during the year with costs down by 

29% but were still able to deliver the high standard that people expect.   

• AW noted that although revenue was down 31% from 2019, the Club is still in a strong financial position.  

• AW also informed the attendees that SUFC are in discussions with Sydney Uni Sport & Fitness (SUSF) about 

taking over the financials. AW noted that SUFC are running a pilot program for SUSF which will see the Club 

having control of our own accounts.  

• In closing AW expressed his gratitude to all the volunteers, sponsors and members for their support in 2020.  
 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2021 

• Nominations were received in accordance with the SUFC constitution for the following positions:   

o President – David Lyons 

o Vice Presidents –Jude Bolton, James Dorney, Andrew McNee and Angus Wilson 

o Committee Members – Dr Mark Schembri, Ray Hudd 

 

• It was noted that a further 2 positions are still available and will be elected in 2021.  All nominations were 

accepted and carried by David Mortimer AO.  

 

• The following player positions are still to be nominated and elected in 2021 when players return to the Club: 

o Two (2) Club Captains being elected, one male and one female  
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o Two (2) Student Representatives, one male and one female 

 

DL acknowledged Megan Bartlett who is stepping down for the board for 2021 after three years as Vice President. 

DL thanked Megan for her time and effort in supporting the Club, particularly her assistance with the Finals Lunch 

and driving parents’ engagement.  
 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

• 2021 Coaching Staff  

o DL announced changes to the coaching staff for 2021; 

o Rob Taylor is back on board as Head Coach after his spell with English Premiership side Leicester Tigers. 

o Michael Hodge steps up from Director of Rugby to a new role as Head of High Performance, he will be 

assisting Rob with the development of the 1st and 2nd Grade squads as well as being the Head Coach for 

1st Colts. 

o Nick Ryan also returns to SUFC as Director of Rugby, with a focus on recruitment and building off field 

connections. 

o Chris Delooze remains in his role as Director of Women’s Rugby and Junior Development but will also 

take on some further roles at a higher level.   

• DL mentioned the team are working extremely hard on recruitment and the future is looking exciting at SUFC.  
 

8. CLOSE OF MEETING 

• With no further discussions, DL thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 6.44pm 

 


