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Minutes 
 

Meeting title: SUFC 157th Annual General Meeting 

Date: 3 December 2019  

Time: 6:00pm  

Location: Maddocks, Angel Place, 123 Pitt Street   

Chair: President, David Lyons  

 

 

Attendees  

 

Emily Acraman  James Dorney David Lyons 

Marc Avery  George Edwards Andrew McNee 

Richard Bailey Val Edwards David Mortimer AO 

Megan Bartlett Mark Elliott Andrew Murray 

Tim Birch Edward Flitcroft Keiran Shephard 

Jude Bolton James Flynn Ed Smith 

Ian Cameron David Haigh Kirsty Stevens 

Jim Cooney David Hopper Angus Stuart 

Andrew Coorey Ray Hudd Anthony Teasdale 

Ray Dearlove Stephen Ingate Ed Walgien  

Brett Dorney Angus Jackson Angus Wilson  

 

1. Presidents Welcome 

• David Lyons (DL) noted that the required quorum was present and declared the 157th Annual General Meeting open.  

• DL acknowledged the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, elders past and present on whose land we meet and thanked 

Maddocks for hosting the AGM along with their support as sponsor throughout the year. 

 

2. Apologies 

The following people were noted as apologies for the AGM;  
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Anthony Abrahams Tony Mulveney Philip Sutherland 

Rob Barry Richard Naylor Grant Symes 

Derek Carter Jane Neale Robert Taylor 

Charles Carter Marc Pearce Simon Thorp 

Geoff Chapman Joyce Pillinger Phil Tuck 

John Coorey Matthew Playfair David Vaux 

Bruce Corlett AM Paul Reid Andrew Wennerbom 

Paul Dearlove  Dr Mark Schembri Saxon White 

Angus Dorney Michael Stephen Trev Williams 

Michael Hodge  Jordan Sukkar Alan Williamson 

Don Marples Tony Sukkar AM Peter Wilson 

Peter Montgomery Josephine Sukkar AM Robert Wines 

 

3. Review of previous minutes from 2018 AGM 

It was agreed that the minutes of the 156th Annual General Meeting are an accurate account of the meeting. David Mortimer 

AO carried.   

 

4. Presentation of the 2019 Annual Report – David Lyons (DL)  

• DL announced his great pleasure in delivering the 2019 Annual Report in his first year as President and acknowledged 

the efforts of all those that contributed to the report which catalogues the Club’s profound success both on and off the 

field.  

• Highlights  

o Winning the 16th consecutive Club Championship 

o Claiming back-to-back Shute Shield and the Jack Scott Cup Premierships 

o 5 Premierships 

o Success of club events including the unforgettable Finals Lunch and the inaugural Legends Lunch 

o Growth of season memberships and match day attendance 

• Rugby Program - DL acknowledged the SUFC rugby program remains one of the best in the country, allowing our 

players to achieve their goals, including several players going on to representative honours in 2019. Notable mentions 

to Harry Johnson-Holmes on his Wallabies debut, Grace Hamilton who joins a long list of SUFC greats to captain their 

country, Bernard Foley, Folau Fainga’a and Tolu Latu playing in the World Cup and 6 players signing their first 

professional contracts.  

• Community – DL noted the connection to our Junior clubs continues to grow and is developing a strong pathway to the 

senior teams. Also highlighting the strategic alignment with the Central West which was put in place in 2019, this 

relationship will see SUFC commit to supporting and resourcing clubs in the Central West region.  
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• Sponsors - DL thanked and acknowledged the support of all the Club’s sponsors, led by Buildcorp in their 28th year as 

Major Sponsor, with special mention to Alium Capital, City Tattersalls Club and Bespoke Insure who all came on board 

in 2019.   

• Players - DL made special mention of Ash Hewson and Dave McDuling, two club stalwarts who have giving so much to 

the Club and the game, they both announced their retirement at the end of the season and must be commended for 

long and memorable careers.  

• Director of Pathways – DL thanked those who contributed financially to supporting a new full-time staff member and 

announced that the Club had received 20+ applications for the Director of Pathways role, for which interviews will take 

place before Christmas with the aim for the successful candidate to start in the New Year. The Club is confident this 

appointment will significantly improve the growth of the Club’s women’s and juniors’ programs.  

• In Closing – DL closed by mentioning that 2019 was a memorable year for SUFC and has been a great example of what 

can be achieved when everyone is aligned for a common purpose, he thanked all staff, volunteers, players, sponsors 

and members for their support throughout the year and encouraged everyone to strive for even better in 2020.  

 

5. Presentation of the 2019 Financial Report – Angus Wilson (AW) 

• AW started by acknowledging the efforts of David Haigh and Kirsty Stevens throughout the year. 

• AW presented the financial status of the Club which shows a solid surplus of $59,251 for the year ending 31st October 

2019.  

• AW noted this is a very pleasing outcome and has continued the momentum set in 2018.   

• AW announced the total income for the year was $1,394.162 up 6.6% from the previous year, acknowledging there 

were significant increases in affiliation income (up 24.6%) due largely to an increase in memberships and player 

registration with the introduction of the Women’s program. It was also noted the increase in home gate and 

sponsorship income (up 12.4% to $414,824). 

• AW noted that there was also an increase in expenditure (up 7.8%) this was mainly incurred within rugby operations 

again due largely to an increase in player numbers. These increases were offset by a decrease in development 

expenses and marketing and promotion.  

• AW mentioned the record Finals Lunch figures, noting that although the auction income was down this was offset by 

the pledge for the new full-time staff member.  

• In summary the carry forward of net positive retained surpluses from prior years along with the current cash position 

allows the Club to commit to a new full-time staff member and sees the Club remain debt free and in a strong financial 

position moving forward.  

 

6. Election of Office Bearers for 2020 

Nominations were received in accordance with the SUFC constitution for the following positions:   

• President – David Lyons 

• Vice Presidents – Megan Bartlett, Jude Bolton, James Dorney, Andrew McNee and Angus Wilson 

• Committee Members – Dr Mark Schembri, Ray Hudd 
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All nominations were accepted and carried by David Mortimer AO.  

 

The following positions are to be nominated and elected in 2020 when players return to the Club in late-January:  

• Two (2) Club Captains being elected, one male and one female  

• Two (2) Student Representatives, one male and one female.  

 

7. General Business 

• Question from Ian Cameron – How is the integration of the Women’s competition progressing?  

o DL answered noting the SRU AGM was held on Monday 2nd December with a new board appointed, who he 

believes will have a big focus on aligning the men’s and women’s competitions. He also noted that SUFC is working 

hard to have both the Club’s men’s and women’s team play proudly together every Saturday.  

• Question from Angus Wilson – How is pre-season going?  

o DL answered that the numbers are up from this time last year, he mentioned that the coaching staff are focused 

on a whole club alignment and making SUFC an enjoyable environment for all players.  

o Ray Hudd reiterated that numbers were good and there are approximately 60 players at each training session.  

o Ed Walgien added that the Club is very lucky to have access to a gym on site, noting this is a big contributor to the 

player’s development.  

  

8. Meeting Closed 

With no further discussions, DL thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 6.49pm 

 

 


